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SUBJECT: MARGINAL REDUCTION IN UNEMPLOYMENT 

SUMMARY. UNEMPLOYMENT IN THE UK SHOWED A SLIGHT RE- 
DUCTION OVER THE MONTH TO MID-NOVEMBER, ACCORDING TO 
FIGURES RELEASED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF EMPLOYMENT ON 
NOVEMBER 22. TOTAL UNEMPLOYMENT FELL BY 19,242 TO 
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1,499,094, OR 6.4 PERCENT OF THE WORKING POPULATION IN 
THE UK (I.E. INCLUDING ULSTER). FOR GREAT BRITAIN 
ONLY.THE NEW SEASONALLY ADJUSTED TOTAL IS 1,369,384. 

THE IMPROVEMENT IS DUE TO A DECREASE IN THE NUMBER OF 
UNEMPLOYED SCHOOL LEAVERS, DOWN BY 25,176 TO 73,451 IN 
THE UK. THIS DECREASE, WHICH INDICATES THAT 88.9 PER- 
CENT OF 1977 SCHOOL LEAVERS HAVE NOW FOUND JOBS MORE 
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THAN COMPENSATES FOR THE INCREASE IN ADULT UK UNEMPLOY 
MENT TO 1,425,643 (A RISE OF 5,934). THE CRUDE (I.E. 

UNADIUSTED) TOTALS OF ADULT AND YOUTH VACANCIES BOTH 
SHOWED REDUCTIONS DURING THE MONTH, THOUGH SEASONAL 
ADJUSTMENTS RESULT IN A SMALL RISE IN TOTAL VACANCIES. 

IN THE UK THERE WERE 177,635 VACANCIES NOTIFIED TO 
GOVERNMENT AGENCIES, SHOWING A REDUCTION OF 10,065 OVER 
THE PREVIOUS MONTH. AFTER SEASONAL ADJUSTMENTS THE 
VACANCY FIGURES SHOW AN INCREASE OF 2,200 TO 155,600. 

THE COMPARABLE FIGURES FOR GREAT BRITAIN SHOW A TOTAL 
OF 165,922 VACANCIES (DOWN BY 9,836) AND A SEASONALLY 
ADJUSTED TOTAL OF 153,600 (UP BY 2,200). END SUMMARY. 

1 . MONTHLY UNEMPLOYMENT DATA RELEASED BY THE DEPART- 
MENT OF EMPLOYMENT SHOW A SLIGHT REDUCTION IN UNADJUSTED 
UNEMPLOYED TOTALS IN THE UK. THE FIGURES CONTAIN 

MIXED NEWS FOR THE GOVERNMENT. ALTHOUGH THE RAPID 
REDUCTION IN YOUTH UNEMPLOYMENT AND THE NEWS THAT THE 
EMPLOYMENT SUPPORT PROGRAMS ARE KEEPING 250,000 OFF 
THE REGISTER WILL COME AS SOMETHING OF A BOOST, THE 
UNDERLYING TREND OF ADULT UNEMPLOYMENT SHOWED A SLIGHT 
RISE. THE YOUTH UNEMPLOYMENT DATA INDICATE THAT 1977 
SCHOOL LEAVERS ARE FINDING JOBS MORE EASILY THAN HAD 
BREN EXPECTED WITH 88.9 PERCENT NOW HAVING FOUND WORK. 

AT PRESENT THERE ARE 73,451 UNEMPLOYED SCHOOL LEAVERS. 
EQUALLY THE STATISTICS SHOW THAT GOVERNMENT EMPLOYMENT 
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MEASURES ARE CURRENTLY ASSISTING 320,000 PEOPLE. 

2. WHILE RECENT DATA INDICATE A SLOWING IN THE RISE 
IN UNEMPLOYMENT, THE LARGE JOBLESS TOTAL REMAINS A 
SOURCE OF DIFFICULTY FOR THE GOVERNMENT IN ITS RELA- 
TIONS WITH THE TRADE UNIONS. THE NOVEMBER FIGURES ARE 
THE HIGHEST IN NEARLY 40 YEARS, AND THE CONSERVATIVE 
PARTY OPPOSITION SPOKESMAN ON EMPLOYMENT (JIM PRIOR) 
SEIZED ON THIS POINT TO STRESS THAT THE PROSPECTS FOR 
THE WINTER REMAIN BLEAK. IT IS ALSO SOMEWHAT EMBARRAS- 
SING FOR THE GOVERNMENT TO BE FACED WITH RELATIVELY 
STABLE OR IMPROVING UNEMPLOYMENT WHILE PRODUCTION CON- 
TINUES TO SHOW LITTLE IMPROVEMENT. THE INFERENCE 
DRAWN IS THAT THE TREND IN PRODUCTIVITY REMAINS A 
CENTRAL PROBLEM FOR ECONOMIC RECOVERY. 

BREWSTER 
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